
Analyzing ϐiction, nonϐiction, news coverage, activist literature, memoirs, and 
more, Wald gives us a new way of thinking through questions of national belong-
ing by probing the relationships among race, labor, and landownership. Bring-
ing together ecocriticism and critical race theory, she pays special attention to 
marginalized groups, examining how Japanese American journalists, Filipino 
workers, United Farm Workers members, and contemporary immigrants-rights 
activists, among others, pushed back against the standard narratives of land-
ownership and citizenship.

“By focusing on the work of Mexican, Japanese, and Filipino writers and artists, 
Wald attributes not only labor but environmental conscientiousness to those 
who have borne the burden of exploitation in California ϐields. Here we witness 
people of color ϐighting back in the most eloquent way possible-art and the 
written word.”
 —Matthew Garcia, author of From the Jaws of Victory

“Wald skillfully shows how social constructions of race and citizenship have 
been intertwined with constructions of nature in representations of agriculture 
in California.”
—Douglas Cazaux Sackman, author of Orange Empire
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